




Date:  29 January 2009 

Subject: Proposed Revisions to the Sexuality Studies Minor 

From:  Larry Krissek 

 

 

The Interdisciplinary Initiatives Subcommittee considered the proposal for revisions to 

the Sexuality Studies Minor at its meeting of 8 January 2009.  The proposed revision is 

the movement of three courses (HDFS 370: Human Sexuality in Context; Sociology 340: 

Sex and Love in Modern Society; Psychology 555: Adolescent Sexuality), which 

presently are electives for the minor, into the list of “central courses” for the minor. 

 

As presently structured, the Sexuality Studies Minor requires 20 credit hours, with at 

least 10 credit hours taken from a list of 17 “central courses” (some of which are cross-

listed courses) and the balance taken from either the list of “central courses” or a list of 

nine elective courses.  Other electives are available with the approval of the coordinating 

advisor.  With this revision, the list of “central courses” will expand to 20 courses. 

 

The proposal for this revision argued that: 

1) the focus of each of these three courses is central to Sexuality Studies, thereby 

meriting inclusion in the list of “central courses”; 

2) adding these three courses will aid students in completing the minor in a timely 

manner, because many of the “central courses” are taught only once per year; and 

3) adding these three courses will aid students in designing a minor that suits their 

personal and/or career interests. 

 

After thorough discussion, the Subcommittee agreed with these justifications.  The 

Subcommittee then voted unanimously to approve the proposed revisions to the Sexuality 

Studies Minor, contingent upon resolving several minor issues with the Minor 

Information Sheet (i.e., consistency in summarizing the content of a course or not; clarify 

the requirements for a topics course to be approved as an elective).  The proponents of 

these revisions have addressed those contingencies, so the proposal is being moved to the 

CCI for its consideration.  

 



Sexuality Studies Minor Revision Transmittal History 

 

CCI Interdisciplinary Initiatives Subcommittee 

1/8/09 Excerpt 

 

4. Sexuality Studies Minor revision  

 1. minor sheet- change to (dis)ability 

2. suggested sets of courses- random explanations for some courses- show 

consistency 

3. which are the topics courses? 

 4. Psych 555- syllabus has no academic misconduct or disability statement 

  

 UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED WITH CONTINGENCIES- Huffman, Watson 

(recommendation that the proposers do not need to be invited to CCI for review, 

but notified of when it will be on agenda) 
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The minor in sexuality studies focuses on the social, historical, 

psychological, literary, legal, and political contexts in which human 

sexualities have been and are currently being expressed and theorized.  

The minor pays particular attention to the tension between non-

normative sexualities and the concept of heterosexuality against which 

they are typically defined. It also investigates the ways that sexuality is 

shaped by social differences connected to race, gender, (dis)ability, 

nationality, and social class. 

 

This minor requires 20 credit hours, with at least 10 hours selected from 

the central courses listed below.  The remaining 10 hours can be taken 

from these courses and/or the list of electives.  At least five of the 20 

hours should come from a college outside the student’s own.  A number 

of the courses listed below have prerequisites, which must be taken or 

waived by the instructor, and enrollment in some courses may be limited 

because of demand or available space.  No more than 10 credit hours of 

course work at the 200 level may count toward the minor.  Students and 

faculty may petition advisers to count courses other than those listed 

here to fulfill the requirements of the minor.  To be approved, at least 

50% of the course content must address sexuality.   

 

After one of the coordinating advisers for the sexuality studies minor has 

approved the student’s Minor Program Form, the student must file the 

form with his/her counselor in his/her college.  For further information, 

see one of the advisers listed above. 

 

Central Courses (choose at least 10 hours from this list)  

Classics 508: Gender and Sexuality in Antiquity (5 hr.) 

*Comparative Studies 214 (highly recommended): Introduction  

Sexuality Studies (5 hr.) 

*Comparative Studies 535: Gender, Sexuality and Science (5 hr.) 

Educational Policy and Leadership 415: Sexualities and  

Education: Issues and Practices (5 hr.) 

Education: Physical Activity and Educational Services 204: 

 Sexuality and Health (3 hr.) 

* Education: Physical Activity and Educational Services 214:   

 Intro to Sexuality Studies (highly recommended) (5 hr.) 

Education: Physical Activity and Educational  Services 614: 

Sexuality and Sport (5 hr.) 

English 580: Special Topics in Gay and Lesbian Literature (5 hr.)  

History 326: History of Modern Sexualities (5 hr.) 

History 526: Historical Perspectives on Same-Sex Sexuality (5 hr.) 

Human Development and Family Science 370: Human        

Sexuality in Context (5 hr.) 

Human Development and Family Science 670.02:                                      

 Human Sexuality (3 hr.) 

Psychology 333.02: Human Behavioral Problems: Sexual (5 hr.) 

Psychology 555: Adolescent Sexuality (5 hr.) 

Social Work 597: Adolescent Parenthood and Sexuality:                 

International Perspectives (5 hr.) 

Social Work 695.20: Integrative Seminars: Sexuality  

Diversity and Work (3 hr.) 

Sociology 340: Sex and Love in Modern Society (5 hr.) 

Sociology 605: Sociology of Sexuality (5 hr.) 

 

 

Women’s Studies 370: Varieties of Female Experience:                           

        Lesbian Cultures (5 hr.) 

 *Women’s Studies 535: Gender Sexuality and Science (5 hr.) 

 
*Cross-listed courses 

 

Electives (others electives must be approved by coordinator) 

 
Anthropology 500: Primate Sexuality (5 hr.) 

Comparative Studies 515: Gender, Sexuality, and Religion (5 hr.) 

Social Work 695.17: Integrative Seminars:                                          

AIDS: Facts and Issues (3 hr.) 

Social Work 695.18: Integrative Seminars: 

AIDS: Psychosocial Aspects (3 hr.) 

 Social Work 695.19: Integrative Seminars:  

AIDS: Community Response (3 hr.)                                        

Women's Studies 230: Gender Sexuality and Race in Popular 

 Culture (5 hr.) 

 

Sample Focus Areas for Sexuality Studies Minor 
 

Health Services Focus 

 

*Comparative Studies 214: Introduction to Sexuality Studies (5 hr.) 

Education: Physical Activity and Educational Services 204:  

Sexuality and Health (3 hr.) 

Psychology 333.02:  Human Behavioral Problems: Sexual (5 hr.) 

Social Work 695.18: Integrative Seminars: AIDS: Psychosocial Aspects 

(3 hr.)  

Sociology 605: Sociology of Sexuality (5 hr.) 

 

Representations of Sexuality (in media, literature,                                                           

law, science, sports, etc) 

 

Classics 508: Gender and Sexuality in Antiquity (5 hr.) 

*Comparative Studies 535: Gender, Sexuality and Science (5 hr.) 

Education: Physical Activity and Educational Services 614:                                                  

Sexuality and Sport (5 hr.) 

English 580: Special Topics in Gay and Lesbian Literature (5 hr.)  

Women's Studies 230: Gender Sexuality and Race in Popular 

Culture (5 hr.) 

*Women’s Studies 535: Gender Sexuality and Science (5 hr.) 

 

Sexuality Studies minor program guidelines 

 
Required for graduation   No 

Credit hours required   A minimum of 20  

Transfer credit hours allowed   A maximum of 10 

Overlap with the GEC   Permitted  

Overlap with the major   Not allowed and 

• The minor must be in a different subject than the major. 

• The same courses cannot count on the minor and on the major. 

Overlap between minors   Each minor completed must contain 20 

unique hours. 

Grades required   

• Minimum C- for a course to be listed on the minor. 

• Minimum 2.00 cumulative point-hour ratio required for the minor. 

• Course work graded Pass/Non-Pass cannot count on the minor.  

Approval required   The minor program form must be approved by a 

coordinating adviser and filed at least by the time the graduation 

application is submitted to a college/school counselor. 

Changing the minor   Once the minor program is filed in the college 

office, any changes must be approved by a coordinating advisor for the 

minor 

 

ASC Curriculum Office  

The Ohio State University 

4132 Smith Laboratory        

artsandsciences.osu.edu 

RES 1/29/09 





Psychology 555             Winter 2009 
14 Psychology Building 
 
 

ADOLESCENT SEXUALITY 
 
Instructor:  Raymond Montemayor, Ph.D. 
Office:   247 Psychology Building 
Office Hours:  Mon 3:00-4:00, Wed 1:00-2:00, and by appointment 
Email:   montemayor.1@osu.edu  
Telephone:  292-3059 
 
I do not keep extensive office hours because students rarely come by during those times.  I am 
happy to meet with you to discuss the course or any issue on your mind.  The best way for us to 
meet is to schedule an appointment.  See me after class or send me an email and we will find a 
day and a time to get together. 
 
Course Assistant: Xin Yao 
Email:   yao.64@osu.edu  
 
 

Course Description and Objectives 
 
Sexuality is important not only to adolescents, but to all of us.  Our sexuality is a fundamental 
aspect of who we are, a core component of our identity, and an influence on how others see us.  
Powerful biological, psychological, and social forces influence the onset of sexuality, the people 
with whom it occurs, and the context in which it takes place.  Once expressed, sexuality has a 
profound influence on the lives of adolescents.   
 
The purpose of this course is to examine sexual behavior as it unfolds during adolescence.  We 
will consider many specific aspects of adolescent sexuality, but two issues form the basis of the 
course: first, what influences the expression of adolescent sexual behavior in all of its 
manifestations; and second, what impact does sexual activity have on adolescent development? 
 
 

Required Text and Readings 
 
Susan Moore and Doreen Rosenthal.  (2006).  Sexuality in Adolescence: Current Trends.  New  
 York: Routledge. 
 
I also plan to assign some readings that will be available on Carmen.  I will let you know in class 
when I post readings.  
 
 

Note 
 

Sexuality is an important aspect of adolescent development and adolescent life.  I take the 
subject of adolescent sexuality seriously, but I am not somber about it.  I discuss sex in a frank, 
open, and occasionally irreverent manner.  If frank discussions of sex and sexuality disturb you, 
you may not want to take this course.   
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Class Attendance 
 

I do not take attendance, but I hope you will regularly come to class because you find my 
lectures interesting and informative.  In general, my lectures do not overlap with material in the 
book.  If you miss a lecture, you miss that material.  If you miss class, you are responsible for 
obtaining the notes for the days you were absent.  You will need to arrange with a student in the 
course to lend you his or her notes.  I do not put my notes or slides on a course website 
because I believe doing so encourages students to skip class.  About half the questions on each 
exam will come from my lectures, so it is in your best interest to come to class and take good 
notes. 
 

 
Grades 

 
Examinations 
 
There are three examinations in this course, each worth 30 percent of your grade.  Each exam 
only covers material since the previous test.  The last exam is not comprehensive.  Each exam 
will have about 40 multiple-choice questions from the book, lectures, and class discussions.  Be 
sure to bring a No. 2 pencil with you on the day of each exam.  Also, note that the third exam is 
on Tuesday, March 17, so plan to be here on that day.  Spring break does not officially start until 
after final exam week. 
 
Make-Up Exams 
 
I do not give makeup exams except under the most extraordinary conditions, such as if you 
become deathly ill.  You must have a doctor’s excuse to take a makeup and you must inform me 
about your inability to take an exam before the exam.  Students who request to take a makeup 
after the scheduled exam will not be allowed to take a makeup and will receive a grade of “0” on 
that exam.   
 
Brief Papers 
 
In addition to the exams, you must write three 1-2 page papers.  Each paper should be a short 
discussion about an idea or question you have about some aspect of adolescent sexuality.  The 
idea can come from material from the book or lectures.  State the question, the idea, or the 
finding from a study, and then write a short discussion about why you find the idea interesting, 
important, or puzzling.  The first paper should be based on an idea from the first third of the 
course, the second paper from the second third, and the third paper from the last third.  This 
assignment counts 10 percent of your grade. 
 
Papers are due on the class day before each exam: 
 
 First paper due, Thursday, January 22 

 
Second paper due, Tuesday, February 17 
 
Third paper due, Thursday, March 12 
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Academic Misconduct 

 
It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish 
procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct.  
Academic misconduct is: “Any activity that tends to compromise the academic integrity of the 
University, or subvert the educational process.”  Examples include (but are not limited to) 
plagiarism, collusion (unauthorized collaboration), copying the work of another student, and 
possession of unauthorized materials during an examination.  For further information, see the 
Code of Student Conduct.  If I suspect that a student has engaged in academic misconduct in 
this course, I am obligated by University Rules to report my suspicions to the Committee on 
Academic Misconduct.   

 
 

Disability Services 
 

If you need an accommodation to take class notes or exams based on a 
disability certified by the Office for Disability Services you should contact 
me early in the quarter to discuss your specific needs.  Contact the Office 
for Disability Services at 292-3307, Room 150 Pomerene Hall to coordinate 
your needs.  
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COURSE OUTLINE 

 
 

• Chapter 1, Sexuality in the 21st Century 
 

a. Reading, Problems and limitations in studying adolescent sexuality 
 

• Chapter 6, Gender, Sexuality and Romance 
 

• Chapter 2, Theoretical Approaches 
 
 
EXAM 1: Tuesday, January 27 
 
 

• Chapter 3, Changing Hormones, Changing Bodies 
 

• Chapter 4, Parents and Peers 
 

• Chapter 5, The Global Context , pp 110-117 and 125-131 
 

• Chapter 7, Gay and Lesbian Adolescents 
 
 
EXAM 2: Thursday, February 19 
 
 

• Chapter 8, Sexually Transmitted Infections 
 

• Chapter 9, Having a Baby 
 

• Chapter 5, Sex Education, pp. 117-125 
 

• Chapter 10, When Sex is Unwanted 
 
 
EXAM 3: Tuesday, March 17, 9:30-11:18 AM 
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